
Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe  
Witnesses to the Faith 

 

The Collect 

Filled with your Holy Spirit, gracious God, your earliest disciples served you with the gifts each had 

been given: Lydia in business and stewardship, Dorcas in a life of charity and Phoebe as a deacon who 

served many. Inspire us today to build up your Church with our gifts in hospitality, charity and bold 

witness to the Gospel of Christ; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Old Testament 

Malachi 3:16–18 

Then those who revered the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD took note and listened, and a 

book of remembrance was written before him of those who revered the LORD and thought on his 

name. 
17

They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, my special possession on the day when I act, and 

I will spare them as parents spare their children who serve them. 
18

Then once more you shall see the 

difference between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not 

serve him.  

 

The Psalm 

Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come into his presence with singing.  

 

Know that the Lord is God. 

It is he that made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

and his courts with praise. 

Give thanks to him, bless his name.  

 

For the Lord is good; 

his steadfast love endures for ever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations.  

 

The Gospel 

Luke 8:1–3 

Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the 

kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 
2
as well as some women who had been cured of evil 

spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 
3
and Joanna, 

the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them
*
 out of 

their resources. 
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