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The Collect  

We give thanks to you, O Lord, for the vision and skill of Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald and 

Lucas Cranach the Elder, whose artistic depictions helped the peoples of their age understand the full 

suffering and glory of your incarnate Son; and we pray that their work may strengthen our faith in Jesus 

Christ and the mystery of the Holy Trinity; for you live and reign, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Old Testament 
Exodus 35:21–29 

And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought 

the LORD’s offering to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the sacred 

vestments. 
22

So they came, both men and women; all who were of a willing heart brought brooches and 

earings and signet rings and pendants, all sorts of gold objects, everyone bringing an offering of gold to 

the LORD. 
23

And everyone who possessed blue or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or goats’ hair or 

tanned rams’ skins or fine leather,
*
 brought them. 

24
Everyone who could make an offering of silver or 

bronze brought it as the LORD’s offering; and everyone who possessed acacia wood of any use in the 

work, brought it. 
25

All the skilful women spun with their hands, and brought what they had spun in blue 

and purple and crimson yarns and fine linen; 
26

all the women whose hearts moved them to use their skill 

spun the goats’ hair. 
27

And the leaders brought onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the 

breastpiece, 
28

and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing-oil, and for the fragrant incense. 
29

All 

the Israelite men and women whose hearts made them willing to bring anything for the work that the 

LORD had commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a freewill-offering to the LORD. 

 

The Psalm   

Psalm 96:7–13 
7
 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

   ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  

 
8
 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

   bring an offering, and come into his courts.  

 
9
 Worship the LORD in holy splendour; 

   tremble before him, all the earth.  

 
10

 Say among the nations, ‘The LORD is king! 

   The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 

   He will judge the peoples with equity.’  

 
11

 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

    let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  

 
12 

let the field exult, and everything in it. 

   Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  

 
13 

before the LORD; for he is coming, 

   for he is coming to judge the earth. 

   He will judge the world with righteousness, 

   and the peoples with his truth.  
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The Gospel 

John 19:31–37 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, 

especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the 

crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 
32

Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 

and of the other who had been crucified with him. 
33

But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was 

already dead, they did not break his legs. 
34

Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and 

at once blood and water came out. 
35

(He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His 

testimony is true, and he knows
*
 that he tells the truth.) 

36
These things occurred so that the scripture 

might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be broken.’ 
37

And again another passage of scripture says, 

‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 
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