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The Collect  

O God, whose blessed Son became poor that we through his poverty might be rich: Deliver us from an 

inordinate love of this world, that we, inspired by the devotion of your servant Sergius of Moscow, may 

serve you with singleness of heart, and attain to the riches of the age to come; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Old Testament 
Proverbs 4:1–9 

Listen, children, to a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight; for I give you good 

precepts: do not forsake my teaching. When I was a son with my father, tender, and my mother’s 

favourite, he taught me, and said to me, ‘Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, 

and live. Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. Do not 

forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you. The beginning of wisdom is this: 

Get wisdom, and whatever else you get, get insight. Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she will 

honour you if you embrace her. She will place on your head a fair garland; she will bestow on you a 

beautiful crown.’ 

 

The Psalm   

Psalm 87 

1 On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
 

2 the Lord loves the gates of Zion 

   more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
 

3 Glorious things are spoken of you, 

   O city of God. 
    
 4 Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; 

    Philistia too, and Tyre, with Ethiopia -  

   ‘This one was born there,’ they say. 
 

5 And of Zion it shall be said, 

   ‘This one and that one were born in it’; 

   for the Most High himself will establish it. 
 

6 The Lord records, as he registers the peoples, 

   ‘This one was born there.’ 
 

7 Singers and dancers alike say, 

   ‘All my springs are in you.’    

 

The Gospel 

Luke 8:16–21 

‘No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand, so 

that those who enter may see the light. For nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything 

secret that will not become known and come to light. Then pay attention to how you listen; for to those 

who have, more will be given; and from those who do not have, even what they seem to have will be 

taken away.’ Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the 

crowd. And he was told, ‘Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.’ But 

he said to them, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.’ 


