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Pilgrims on a Journey 

Maddie, Danielle, Esme, Willow, Mae, Maggie and Alayna, we are less than a week 

away from our great adventure together. The trip has been planned, the money has 

been raised, the paperwork has been filled out, and at least in Danielle’s case, the bags 

have been packed. All that is left to do for most of you is to debate with your parents 

about what you need to bring with you and then show up at the Glenside train station 

on Friday morning. We have all gathered here today to celebrate you and the journey 

you are about to embark on. Throughout human history, people of all faiths have set 

out on sacred pilgrimages. On Friday, you will join the ranks of those who have 

journeyed before, including the long line of St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s youth and adults as 

you now become pilgrims. 

 

So, what does it actually mean to be a pilgrim? I think the stories we just heard from 

Genesis and Mark offer us some important insights. Pilgrims are first and foremost 

explorers into the unknown. Abraham is told by God to leave his home and all that was 

familiar and become a stranger in a strange, new land. Abraham didn’t know what to 

expect as he set out, but that didn’t stop him. Time and again he had to let go of his own 

assumptions of what the journey was going to be about and instead learn to dwell in 

the unknown. Even Jesus himself wasn’t always so sure about where he was headed. 

He was booted from his own hometown. So, he changed his course and found a group 

of people who would be on the journey with him. You don’t know what you will 

encounter or where the journey will take you, as a pilgrim, even if you are the Son of 

God.  

 

When Jesus gave instructions to his disciples about their journeys, he said, “Keep it 

simple.” Don’t carry a lot of equipment. You are the equipment.” Travel light, he tells 

his friends and us. Unburden yourselves with the need to know and control everything. 

You have everything you need in ourselves and in one another. Embrace the 

experience. Be in the moment. Easier said than done for the disciples and for most 

pilgrims! But a vital thing to learn along the way. When we step off that plane on Friday 

we will be somewhere none of us have been before. And even though we will be in the 

United States, we will be encountering new people and new places, experiencing a new 

language and customs and religious rituals. Remember Fr. Cliff told us that the 

Standing Rock Sioux Reservation is a sovereign nation. We have been invited by our 

Sioux sisters and brothers onto their land as their guests -to get to know them and their 

way of life. Like Jesus’ disciples, we will be challenged to let go of our own desire to 
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control the experience, to make it less uncomfortable and more familiar, and instead 

encouraged to welcome every encounter, every moment, as a gift to behold and as an 

opportunity to learn something about ourselves, our world and God.  

 

Pilgrims never travel alone. They are always journeying with other pilgrims. Abraham 

took Sarah and Lot and other family members with him. Jesus told his disciples they 

must set out in pairs. One of the amazing things about this particular pilgrimage is that 

we’re going together as two communities of faith, St. Paul’s and St. Peter’s. This is new 

for us both. We will learn from each other. We will rely on each other in ways we never 

anticipated. Kim, Anthony and I, your leaders, have been working hard to prepare for 

this experience and we will always have your back. I will need your backs. Your good 

strong backs to lift me! There will be countless times, I promise, that you will serve as 

my guide and teacher. I also believe that the people of the Standing Rock Reservation 

have much to teach us: about our history, about the land we are called to care for, about 

God’s presence among those who differ from us. We will learn, no doubt, so much 

about being a pilgrim from them and encounter God through the friendships you make. 

and through the sacred landscapes we are honored to travel through. Robert McLellan 

writes, “throughout my life, my greatest experiences of God, my sweetest taste of 

friendship, and my truest sense of self have all come in groups of people trying to live 

with sacred intention for one another and the earth. There is a real power to the 

physical journeying of a pilgrimage- walking together, integrating body, spirit and 

sacred landscape.” 

 

Pilgrims are those who are asked to trust. Now, this is not some easy, blind trust.  

Pilgrims are not always sure where they are headed or how they will arrive at their 

destination. And so, they often question and struggle along the way. Abraham was 

constant in his questioning of God and God’s promises for him. So too did our patron 

saints, Paul and Peter. They struggled fiercely with Jesus about his identity and their 

own role as one of Jesus’ followers. I imagine that there will be times on the pilgrimage 

when you and I will question why it is what we’re doing this. But just as for Abraham, 

Paul and Peter, I hope that in your questioning and struggling, you will also discover 

that you are being led into places of deeper trust in yourselves and in God’s purpose for 

you. 

 

Finally, pilgrims must cling to a sense of fearlessness. To go where they’ve never gone 

before, be open to the unknown and have the ability trust in the journey that is set 

before them, they need to be reminded over and over again, “DO NOT BE AFRAID.” 

These are powerful words repeated throughout Scripture, repeated to Abraham and the 

disciples. God does not and will not give up on them, offering these words as 

reassurance. I want you all to listen carefully while you’re in Standing Rock. Because I 
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suspect that you will hear these words, too. I don’t how or from whom, but I believe 

that when you need to hear them the most, they will come to you, giving you that extra 

boost of confidence and courage you need to take that next step. 

 

There’s a saying that to journey without being changed is to be a wanderer. To change 

without journeying is to be a chameleon. But to journey and to be transformed is to be a 

pilgrim. You will be changed by this experience. How am I so sure of this? I know this, 

because of my own experiences as a pilgrim and through the stories of other pilgrims.  

One thing all pilgrims have in common is that no one gets out of a pilgrimage without 

being changed in some way.  

 

We are all so proud of you for stepping out into the great unknown and choosing to 

make this pilgrimage! I give thanks for your parents, your leaders, both past and 

present, and all those in your lives who have helped make this experience possible for 

you. I give thanks to our St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s communities for their commitment to 

you and your journey to grow in faith. And I give thanks for each of you. You serve as a 

reminder that we are all pilgrims. As children of God each of us in our own lives has 

been called to discover new places and people, to marvel at mysteries all around us, 

and ultimately, to imagine how these encounters point to the presence of the holy in our 

lives and in our world.  

 

May God go before you on your journey. May God’s Spirit live within you. May God’s love 

enfold you. May God’s blessing remain with you always as you walk the pilgrim way. Amen. 
 

 

 

 


